PRESS RELEASE





      FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

North Central Sight Services, Inc. TWENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL LIONS APPRECIATION NIGHT – EVENT A SUCCESS!

THE TWENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL LIONS APPRECIATION NIGHT, SPONSORED BY NORTH CENTRAL SIGHT SERVICES, INC., WAS HELD MONDAY, OCTOBER 5TH AT THE WILLIAMSPORT HOLIDAY INN.  TWENTY LIONS, LIONESS AND LEO CLUBS FROM CLINTON, LYCOMING, AND SULLIVAN COUNTIES WERE IN ATTENDANCE.

THE EVENING’S ACTIVITIES ARE DESIGNED TO HONOR THE AREA LIONS, LIONESS, AND LEO CLUBS FOR THEIR COMMITMENT TO THE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES OF THE AGENCY.  SINCE THE FIRST EVENT HELD IN 1984, THE AREA CLUBS HAVE GIVEN $550,000 TOWARDS:  THE AGENCY’S LIONS MEMORIAL TRUST, VEHICLE REPLACEMENT FUND, EQUIPMENT PURCHASES, EYE CARE SERVICES, RADIO READING SERVICE AND EQUIPMENT, PUBLIC EDUCATION, “NEW VISIONS” EXPANSION AND RENOVATION PROJECT, BEACON LODGE CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS, AND GENERAL PROGRAMMING NEEDS.  THIS YEAR, TWO SERVICE RECIPIENTS OF THE AGENCY, CLARENCE FIRST AND MARY CUPUTO SPOKE TO THE GROUP TELLING THEM HOW THE SERVICES HAVE IMPACTED THEIR LIFE AND HELPED THEM ADJUST TO VISION LOSS.  
AT THIS YEAR’S LIONS APPRECIATION NIGHT, $20,450 WAS PLEDGED BY THE CLUBS IN ATTENDANCE FROM THE THREE COUNTY AREA.  14G DISTRICT governor DEAN KELCHNER SAID, “IT IS TIME FOR THE LIONS TO STEP UP DURING THESE DIFFICULT TIMES.”  “THE CHALLENGES FOR THE BLIND ARE EVEN MORE DIFFICULT THESE DAYS.” “WE EXPECT SEVERAL ADDITIONAL PLEDGES FROM CLUBS WHO WEREN’T ABLE TO BE WITH US,” SAID ROBERT B. GARRETT, N.C.S.S. PRESIDENT/C.E.O.  “THIS IS A GREAT EVENT,” SAID GARRETT.  “THE LIONS, LIONESS AND LEO CLUBS HAVE A CHANCE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR WORK AND ARE ALWAYS SO GENEROUS,” GARRETT SAID.  SINCE ITS INCEPTION, THE CLUBS HAVE DONATED MORE THAN $550,000 TO THE REGIONAL AGENCY.  _________________________________________________________________
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